Telecom players go rural
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Bharti Airtel, announced here on Thursday that it is focused in driving rural penetration with mobile telephony in Maharashtra. This strategic rural initiative is based on 2 parameters - empowering retailers in villages with Airtel Service Centers and offering value enhancing services to farmers through IFFCO association. 

Manu Talwar, CEO, Mobility, Bharti Airtel Ltd. Maharashtra and Goa said, "At Airtel apart from providing innovative products and services, we also drive expansion of category across remote locations to enable more and more customers going mobile. Strategically Airtel Service Centers are created to combine service and distribution and it is enabling our retailers connect easily with local customers in same language. IFFCO has opened our opportunity to connect with farmers in Maharashtra and we are leveraging the same. " 

Airtel covers 1500 villages with Airtel Service Centers. Enabled with a Multi-function printer, photocopier machine, these Airtel Service Centers provide the convenience of a one stop shop to a new mobile customer in a village. In addition, as a part of the IFFCO association, Airtel is offering free informative services as an added advantage for farmers who purchase Airtel connection through IKSL. IFFCO Kisan Sanchar Limited is a joint venture company between Bharti Airtel and IFFCO or Indian Farmers Fertilizer Cooperative Limited. Airtel IFFCO is present in 35 districts in Maharashtra across 32000 villages through 1000 Co-operative societies. 

