ITS officers reject offer to get absorbed in BSNL 
Our Bureau 
New Delhi, Jan. 17 Despite assurances from the Department of Telecom almost all of the 2,000 officers of the Indian Telecom Services (ITS) have opted against getting absorbed in Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. The Government had earlier issued a deadline to the ITS officers to either get permanently absorbed in either BSNL or MTNL or move to the central pool by mid December 2008. 

The issue has been pending since 2005 and the Government had allowed several extension after the ITS officers sought to negotiate better terms for getting absorbed in the State-owned companies.

There are about 2,000 ITS officers across the country who are working on deputation in BSNL, MTNL, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India, Department of Post and Department of Telecom. The majority of these officers are managing the operations of BSNL. The Indian Telecom Service Association (ITSA) has been spearheading the officers’ demands for better compensation if they were to get absorbed permanently. 

When contacted Mr S.C. Sharma, General Secretary, ITSA, told Business Line: “The issue is settled. Most of the ITS officers have decided against getting absorbed. As of now everyone continues to work on deputation in different organizations including BSNL. It is up to the Government to decide where they want us to go.”

Meanwhile, the Department of Personnel and Training have already written to the Department of Telecom to prepare a list of the ITS officers who may be appointed in various ministries or department under the Central Staffing Scheme. 

At the time of formation of BSNL on October 1, 2000, around 400,000 employees were transferred on deemed deputation to BSNL and MTNL for a period up to five years. The period of deemed deputation ended on 30th September 2005. So far, Group B, C and D officers totalling about 3,98,000 have been absorbed in these two organisations. The Group ’A’ officers were given option to be absorbed in BSNL or MTNL or to revert to the Government by October 15, 2005. 

The ITS officers then decided to defy the deadline set by the Government. The issue had blown up so much that the DoT had to keep the army on a standby to run BSNL’s operations in case the officers went on a strike. The matter was defused after the High Court intervened and the Government constituted a committee to work out the modalities. 

ITS officers said they refused to get absorbed in BSNL because the Government did not implement the suggestions made by the committee. 

